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 Minimum of 10 people in most classes in order for it to run. (So please     

register EARLY if you are interested!) 

 Most courses have an enrollment cap. Registration is on a first-come, first-

served basis. 

 Participants will be notified via email should a course be cancelled one week 

prior due to low enrollment when possible.   

 All workshops are provided to EPS staff  FREE of charge. 

 Courses are also FREE and credits are reimbursed per current contracts.  

 All course materials (texts, etc.) are the responsibility of the staff member. 

 PDPs will be issued in increments of ten or more to educators who apply 
through the Assistant Superintendent’s Office when graduate credits are not 

available. Current procedures for the issuance of PDPs will apply for all 

courses per MA DESE guidelines.  

 If credit is received, a certificate from EPS is not issued; the transcript is 

accepted by DESE. Each graduate credit is worth 22.5 PDPs. (ie: a 3-credit 

graduate course would be worth 67.5 PDPs). 
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DESE 2016 MCAS Alternate  
Assessment Trainings:  

 

Introduction to MCAS Alt 
 

 Receive information on how to compile an MCAS-Alt portfolio. 

 Receive d igital resources needed for MCAS-Alt. 

 Learn strateg ies for prov iding access to the general curriculum for 

students with significant disabilities. 

 

Date & Time: Thursday, Jan. 7th; 8:30am-12:30pm - Must register by 

January 4, 2016 (see link below to register).  

Location: Best Western, Marlborough 

Recommended Participants: Spec ial Education staff 

 

(MCAS-Alt) Portfolios-In-Progress 
 

 Receive feedback and discuss your students’ portfolios-in-progress in 

an informal setting. 

 Have your questions answered by expert teachers. 

 Share ideas for collect ing high-quality evidence and data. 

 Take time to organize and work on your students’ portfolios.  

 Receive information on high school “competency” and grades 3-8 

“grade level” portfolios. 

 Bring portfolios and a fully-charged tablet or laptop, if possible!  

 

Date & Time: Thursday, Jan. 14th; 8:30am-12:30pm - Must register 

by January 4, 2016 (see link below to register).  

Location: Holiday Inn, Taunton 

Recommended Participants: Spec ial Education staff 

 

Register online at: 
www.mcasservicecenter.com 
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The Center for the Advancement of STEM 

CASE Conference 2016 

Description: Three-part conference: (1) Keynote address by Heather Gold-

stone, sc ience ed itor at WCAI and host of Liv ing Lab on The Point, a weekly 

show exploring how science gets done and makes its way into our daily lives. 

Dr. Goldstone holds a Ph.D. in ocean science f rom M.I.T. and Woods Hole 

Oceanographic Institution, and spent a decade as a researcher before leaving 

the lab to pursue journalism. She has reported extensively on Woods Hole’s 

unique scientific community and key environmental issues on Cape Cod. Her 

stories have appeared in outlets ranging from Cape Cod Times and Commer-

cial Fishery News, to NPR and PBS News Hour. Most recently, Dr. Goldstone 

hosted Climatide.org, an NPR-sponsored blog exploring present-day impacts of 

climate change on coastal life. (2) Plenary Session where all the participants 

discuss a current topic in science education. (3) Hands-on Workshop Sessions 

that provide teachers with sample projects, activit ies and lessons that can be 

included in their c lassrooms.  

Instructor: Dr. Heather Goldstone (keynote)  

Date & Time: (Includes buffet dinner) February 25, 2016 (snow date: March 

3, 2016), 3:00 - 9:00 PM (registration begins at 2:30 PM)  Must Register by 

January 15th, 2016  

Location: Dana Mohler-Faria Science and Mathematics Center, Bridgewater 

State University 

Credit: Up to 10 PDPs available from BSU 

Recommended Participants: ALL interested staff 

 

Winter Expo at the Sheep Pasture 
Saturday, January 23, 2016 

10 am -  
The NRT Winter Expo is a family-friendly event that celebrates all of the great 

things we can do in the winter! From trying out snowshoes to sledding and 

sipping hot chocolate by a camp fire, Winter Expo is fun for all ages! In addition 

to the outdoor activities, the Winter Expo offers visitors the opportunity to 

meet local crafters and vendors for unique foods, crafts, gifts, and more.  

  

Admission to the Winter Expo is free. Donations to support the Winter Expo 

and NRT will be gratefully accepted at the event. Food items will be available 

for a small f ee during the Expo. For everyone's safety, please do not bring pets 
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Tips and Tricks to fit Healthy Eating 
into your busy lifestyle 

 

Description: Ever wonder how busy people make healthy eating part of their 

lifesty le? Join us to learn a few t ips and tricks and conversation on how 

to customize a plan just for you! This Forum will be attended by a YMCA 

personal train er and will be facilitated by a wellness coach. We look forward 

to helping you think through how to make your New Year’s resolutions a part 

of your daily practice! 

Date & Time:  Wednesday, January 13th 4:00pm-5:00pm Must register by 

January 5th, 2016  

Location: Old Colony YMCA’s Easton branch: 25 Elm St., North Easton, MA 

Recommended Participants: ALL interested staff 

Help with New Year’s Resolutions! 

Experience Cardio SportTM 

Description: Preview a new cla ss type increasing in popularity across YMCAs, 

schools, and fitness centers across the nation: Whether you are just beginning 

your fitness journey or have been a lifetime “fitness fanatic,” Cardio SportTM 

delivers a FUN f itness experience that will get you active and provide a motiva-

tional atmosphere! Cardio Sport is a group class combin ing sports drills and 

interval train ing techniques that is designed to meet EVERYONE where they’re 

at. 

Date(s) & Time(s):  Tuesday February 23rd  from 3:00pm-4:00pm AND 

Thursday March 10th at 4:00pm-5:00pm Must register by February 9th, 2016  

Location: Oliver Ames High School, Dance Studio (across from auditorium) 

Recommended Participants: ALL interested staff 

h
tt

p
:/
/h

e
al
th

y
lif

e
h
ar

b
in

ge
r.
c
o
m

/ 

 

 

PLEASE SEE IMPORTANT  

REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR 
ALL SESSIONS ON COVER PAGE  
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Feature Presentation - Tim Rasinski 
Description: Timothy Rasinski is a professor of literacy education at Kent State 

University. He has written over 150 articles and has authored, co-authored or 

edited over 15 books or curriculum pro-

grams on reading education. He is co-

author of the award winning fluency pro-

gram called Fluency First, published by the 

Wright Group. His scholarly interests 

include reading fluency and word study, 

reading in the elementary and middle 

grades, and readers who st ruggle. His 

research on reading has been cited by the 

National Reading Panel and has been pub-

lished in journals such as Reading Research 

Quarterly , The Reading Teacher, Reading 

Psychology , and the Journal of Educational 

Research . As well as publishing numerous 

best selling books with Teacher Created 

Materials and Shell Education. Tim re-

cently served a three-year term on the 

Board of Directors of the International 

Reading Associat ion and from 1992 to 

1999 he was co-editor of The Reading 

Teacher, the world's most widely read jou rnal of literacy education. He currently 

serves as co-ed itor of the Journal of Literacy Research . He is a lso a past-president 

of the College Reading Association and he has won the A. B. Herr Award from 

the College Reading Association for his scholarly contributions to literacy educa-

tion. Prior to Kent State, Tim taught literacy education at the University of 

Georg ia. He taught for severa l years as an elementary and middle school c lass-

room and Title I teacher in rural Nebraska . 

Date & Time: Wednesday, February 24th; 4:00-7:00 pm - Must 

register by February 9, 2016.  
Location: RO cafeteria (refreshments starting at 3:30pm) - SESSION AND  

REFRESHMENTS FREE TO ALL EPS STAFF 

Recommended Participants: ALL interested staff 
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Grade 3-5 literacy offering 

“What Next?” in Literacy Instruction 
 

Description: This workshop will present the next steps in your data collection 

efforts. Now that you have identified student needs through benchmark testing 

and progress monitoring...what’s next? Dr. Parker will explore all 5 crit ical com-

ponents of literacy and what you can do to help your students move past their 

problem areas. However, how do you make this work in your class-

room...tomorrow?? Cindy and Lisha will take you through each of the 5 compo-

nents as well, this t ime creating activities that can be done the very next day in 

your classroom. It will include the materia ls and time necessary to create the 

components so that you can be up and running as soon as you are ready! It also 

includes an optional Saturday “field trip” to the RI Recycling Center for supplies 

that will be purchased for you for your classroom. We will also focus on crit ical 

components of centers/stations: management, structure, and routines for kids, 

differentiating at the teaching table, determining what works at the collaborative 

and independent work stations, ensuring activities are meaningful and engag-

ing...and not having utter chaos! Whether you have used centered instruction in 

your classroom for years or you have never had them before, this class will get 

you off and running. Bring your ideas, your questions, and your crafty side! 

Instructor(s): Dr. Chris Parker, Lisha Cabral, and Cindy Olson 

Date(s) & Time(s): Wednesdays 1/20, 1/27, 2/10, 3/2, 3/9, 3/16, 3/23; 3:30pm-

6:30pm. Must register by January 13, 2016 

Location: PD Center - RO 

Credit: 26 content area PDPs 

Recommended Participants: Grade 3-5 staff, special educators, administra-

tors, and any other interested staff 

WINTER 2016 

n
o
w

.u
io

w
a.
e
d

 

Description: Teaching students with disabilities is a rewarding challenge, 

and this course gives you the tools you'll need to succeed .  No matter what 

grade you teach—from preschool 

through high school—you'll learn 

powerful strateg ies you can put to 

work immed iately in your class-

room. In addition, you'll gain the 

knowledge you need to understand 

and cope with the most common 

disabilit ies you'll encounter in this 

teacher-led online course. 

 You'll start by putting 

yourself in the shoes of students 

with special needs as you explore a 

wide variety of disabilities ranging 

from autism spect rum disorder to 

cerebra l palsy. Simulations and real- life stories will give you a firsthand look 

at what it's like to be a learner with specia l needs, and you'll see how com-

mon disabilities affect classroom behavior and learning.  

 Then comes the best part:: solutions! In each lesson, you'll f ind 

dozens of tips for fostering the reading, writing, and math skills of students 

with special needs. In addition, you'll master techniques for helping these 

learners behave appropriately and make f riends in your classroom. You'll 

also get the inside story on Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) and 

transition plans, and you'll learn the most effect ive ways to collaborate with 

parents and professionals. 

 By the end of this course, you'll feel confident in your ability to 

help any student who comes through your door. You'll a lso discover that 

while the challenges can be big, when you're teaching students with disabili-

ties, the victories are big as well.  

Contact Lynn Souza for a detailed course syllabus 

Instructor: Sara Hardin 

Date(s): Begins January 13th OR February 10th (2 different sessions, each 

is a 6-week, self-paced course) 

Must register by January 6th (ENROLL EARLY—LIMITED SPOTS) 

Credit: 24 Special Education PDPs (Counts toward new DESE special edu-

cation PDPs requirement for those re-cert ifying after July 2016) 

Recommended Participants: ALL PK-12 teachers, specialists,  and  

administrators 

 

ONLINE PDPs!  

Empowering Students  
with Disabilities  
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Description: The statistics a re shocking and demand action: 1 in 10 chil-

dren will be sexually abused by the age of 18. Ninety percent of children 

who are sexually abused are violated by someone they know and trust. This 

includes youth leaders of all types: teachers, coaches, min isters, mentors, 

counselors and parents. 

  The Old Colony YMCA is pleased to announce an important pre-

vention program in the Southeastern Massachusetts area: Darkness to Light’s 

Stewards of Children sexual abuse prevention program. This program takes a 

direct and comprehensive approach to the problem of sexual abuse within 

youth-serving organizations. A compelling video, the core of the curriculum, 

includes the stories of severa l courageous individuals who were v ictims of 

sexual abuse as children 

and who have contributed a 

great deal of time and ef-

fort as adults towards end-

ing the cycle of abuse. 

  The end goal is to 

increase awareness of child 

sexual abuse and bring 

prevention to scale. To-

gether, our two organiza-

tions (EPS and the Y) can 

engage the Easton commu-

nity in collaborative child 

protection. 

  This program is ideal for the training of staff and volunteers in 

youth-serving organizations. The Old Colony Y will provide an experienced 

facilitator who will lead the training session including a discussion of the in-

formation presented in the video. Each participant also receives a workbook 

and Darkness to Light’s 5 Steps to Protecting our Children Certificate. Our facili-

tators are also able to guide organizations through the development of sex-

ual abuse prevention polic ies and procedures. 

  Stand with us in our commitment to prevent sexual abuse. Take 

the training yourself , then actively encourage others to do the same. Each of 

us can truly be Stewards of Children. 

**Please note that this topic is sensitive and serious and will be handled by a 

trained facilitator carefully and with professionalism. 

Instructor: Megan Murphy, Old Colony YMCA 

Date and Time: Thursday, March 17th, 4:00-6:00pm Must register by 

March 1st, 2016 

Location: EMS Library 

Recommended Participants: ALL PK-12 Staff 

Building a Safer Community:  
Prevention is the Answer! 

C
h
ild

p
ro

te
c
ti

on
p
o
lic

y
.jp

g 
 

What Every Parent & Teacher  Needs to Know: 
Proper Response & Management of Concussions 

Description: Come learn what everyone needs to know to help keep student 

athletes safe while engaged in school sports. Many involved in the school com-

munity still do not understand the seriousness of concussions, how they affect 

our athletes on the field, and that they may present an even bigger challenge in 

the academic setting. Concussions are the “invisible injury” which presents many 

challenges to student athletes and school staff.  Parents and school staff do play a 

vital role in how concussions are handled for the student athlete. They set the 

tone for how seriously 

the issue of concussions 

is taken by the student. 

School staff and parents 

monitor the student 

during recovery and 

communicate with 

medical providers. In 

this session, Linda 

Brown MBA, the Mass. 

Department of Public 

Health Program Coor-

dinator of Sports Con-

cussion Activ ities, will 

provide an overv iew of 

the regulations and 

DPH’s c linical and pol-

icy guidance to schools when a student has been injured f rom a sports-related 

head injury. Kathleen P. Thornton, MS, LAT, CSCS, a Team Leader and Athlet ic 

Trainer with Southcoast Hospitals, will discuss the crucial role that proper con-

cussion education plays in the recognition and management of concussions and 

why it can prevent further more serious inju ry such as Second Impact syn-

drome.  She will also discuss the treatment of concussion and the gradual return 

to sport for the concussed student. Participants will leave with a better under-

standing of what concussions are, how to comply with the DPH regulations and 

how to help their students navigate their way back from the injury safely.  

 

Instructors: Linda Brown, MA Department of Public Health and Kathleen 

Thornton, Licensed Athletic Trainer 

Date & Time: Tuesday, March 15th, 3:00-4:30pm (Snow date March 16th, if 

necessary) Must register by March 4th,  2016 

Location: PD Center - RO 

Recommended Participants: ANY staff with children and/or students par-

ticipating in sports and all nurses and counselors 

EASTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

P age  5  

S
afe

ry
o
u
th

sp
o
rts.o

rg 



 

P age  6  

WINTER 2016 

Money Milestones: What You Should Know 

Description: Ever wish money came 

with instructions? Well, now it does. 

Join us as we wa lk through life’s f inan-

cial roadmap.  

We’ll start off provid ing tips for those 

of you in your 20s-30s:  

Debt reduction, young family concerns, 

having appropriate financial buckets for 

the future, etc. Next ,40s-50s:  

Position your family  to get the most 

financial aid for college, 403(b)s, invest-

ments, etc.  

Lastly, we’ll spend time covering 50s-

60s:  

Find out if you should be doing some-

thing different while gearing up for re-

tirement, identify if you have enough to retire, government benefits, etc.  

Get ready to take notes and walk away with actionable tips. 

 

Instructor: Nora Yousif  

Date & Time: February 3rd, 2016, 3:30pm-4:30pm – Must Register by 

January 27th, 2016 

Location: Simmons Lecture Hall, OAHS  

Recommended Participants: ALL interested staff 

 

Also from Nora Yousif: 
 

College Savvy Parents 
 

Peer into the eyes of a current college admissions officer. Join 
us as we look under the hood of what colleges want in your 

child. Also, learn valuable insights parents need to know in or-
der to get the most financial aid out of college. 

 

Date & Time:  Thursday, Feb ruary 25, 2016 at 6:00pm 

Must Register directly with Nora at nora.yousif@rbc.com 

Please note: If you tell Nora you are an EPS employee, you will be  

guaranteed a seat. 

Location: Oakes Ames Memorial Hall, 3 Barrows Street, North Easton  

Recommended Participants: ALL interested staff 
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Course description: Participants will learn how to recognize an emer-

gency and overcome the reluctance to act as well as use the EMS system, 

recognize and care for breathing emergencies, heart attack and cardiac 
arrest in adults, infants and children, identify life-threatening bleeding and 

control it, identify the signals of shock and minimize its effects, identify and 

care for various soft tissue and musculoskeletal injuries, and identify and 

care for sudden illness, including poisoning and heat and cold emergencies. 

Instructor: Kathy Kelly  
Date(s) & Time(s): Tuesdays: Jan. 12 and 19, 3:30-7:00 and Jan. 26, 3:30-

6:30pm—Must register by Jan. 6, 2016 

Location: EMS, Room 222 

Credit: FREE for 10 PDPs (and FREE certification) 
Recommended Participants: All PK-12 staff 

CPR/First Aid/AED Certification  

 

Recertification Only: 
Instructor: Kathy Kelly  

Date & Time: Tuesday, Feb. 2, 3:00-6:00pm—Must register by Jan. 22, 

2016 

Location: EMS, Room 222 
Recommended Participants: All PK-12 staff previously trained 

 

Half Day PD: What’s Coming Up? 
 

The upcoming winter half days are Jan. 14th and Mar. 29th. Please be aware 

that all teachers will partic ipate in technology PD on ONE of these days and 

work with their grade level/department on unit writing on the OTHER day. 

Non-instructional staff will be sent information regarding their PD. 

 

Each teacher will choose 2 tech workshops to attend. Choices will be coming 

to you soon via email. Partic ipation in each day is as follows: 
 

RO, PKV, CTR, and MH: tech day on 1/14 and unit writing on 3/29 

OAHS and EMS unit writing on 1/14 and tech day on 3/29 

Details regarding times and locations will also follow.  

 

All paras are invited to partic ipate in both sessions. The tech and unit writing 

PD are the only options for those days based on school a ssignment.  

 

As always, call or email with any questions! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiS57z1w97JAhXCeD4KHfNbBQ4QjB0IBg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Flifestyle%2Fmagazine%2Fis-saving-for-your-kids-college-really-a-good-idea%2F2013%2F10%2F20%
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Easton Community University 
 

Educating parents about their child’s experience(s) in education as well as 
helping the community to understand what is happening in the Easton 
Public Schools are important components to working collaboratively for 
the good of all students. Easton University has provided opportunities for 
professional collaboration for all staff. Easton Community University will now 
do the same for the community at large. Starting this winter, seminars, 
workshops, and classes will be offered to assist families and residents of 
Easton to better understand our mission as well as the skills helpful in 
navigating through education with their children.  
 

Topics to be covered include: 

 Safe online gaming for your child  

 Tips to mitigate the effects of sports concussions  

 Helping children apply for college  

 Understanding and using standards-based report cards 

 CCSS and MCAS/PARCC—what is coming, what is going??  

 Talking to Your Teen: Strengthening Parent/Child Communication 

 Improving Social Thinking 
 

Coming in the future: 

 Substance Abuse: Signs and Advice 

 Navigating X2 for student information  

 Understanding and reducing student anxiety 

 Assisting your child in healthy ways  

 Cyberbullying 

 CPR certification 
 

As we all know, education is moving, evolving, and morphing each and 
every day. We are all working hard to navigate all of the changes and ex-
pectations! Well, parents are encountering the same changes. Helping 

them to understand where we are headed and why will only help you to 
communicate with them effectively and clearly. If there are topics that 
you feel would be helpful to share with parents and/or the community, 
please contact us with your suggestions. If you are willing to provide a 
training, that is welcomed as well! Help us to support you and our com-
munity as we work together to provide the very best for all of Easton’s 
children. (And if you are an Easton parent, consider attending!) 
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A series of 3 workshops will be held at Bridgewater State University. 

Please see session descriptions below. You may choose to attend one or 

more. However, PDPs will only be awarded by BSU if  

all THREE are completed. 

 

Session 1: Literature: New Approaches and Contexts  

 

Description: What are some new approaches and texts in the familiar a reas of 

literature? We’ll introduce and work with some new or rarely taught but compel-

ling texts to use with students in American literature, British lit erature, and world 

literature. We will also work with new texts for young adult and early elementary 

level readers. (Standards R5, R8.a, R9) 

Date & Time: Thursday, February 4th, 4:00-8:00pm– Must Register by Jan.15th  

Location: Heritage Room, Maxwell Library , Bridgewater State University  

 

Session 2: Literacy Across the Disciplines  

 

Description: The Common Core frames lit eracy as a skill essential to all disc i-

plines. How do we build connections between English and other disciplines? How 

do we foster interd isciplinary literacy in elementary students? We’ll examine 

strategies for using texts from other disc iplines in English , and explore ways to help 

students develop multid iscip linary texts on their own. (Standards R7, R10, W3, 

W4, W6). 

Date & Time: Thursday, March 17th, 4:00-8:00pm– Must Register by Jan. 15th  

Location: Heritage Room, Maxwell Library , Bridgewater State University  

 

Session 3: Teaching Paired Texts  

 

Description: Key assessments increasingly emphasize reading and writing about 

two or more texts on a given topic, from text pairings on PARCC to the Docu-

ment Based Questions increasingly common in socia l studies. How can we foster 

the higher order skills students need to master these challenges? We’ll explore 

strategies to help students learn from text pairings by looking at rhetorical choices, 

comparing points of view, and evaluating data, sources, and genres. (Standards R6, 

R7, R9). 

Date & Time: Thursday, May 19th, 4:00-8:00pm– Must Register by Jan.15th  

Location: Room 132B, Burnell, Bridgewater State University  

 

Credit: 10 PDPs for attendance at ALL 3 workshops 

Recommended Participants: All applicable content areas (K-12)  

Fostering Critical Reading and Writing 
Skills with the CCSS 
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A SPECIAL OFFER FOR EPS STAFF! 
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A SPECIAL OFFER FOR EPS STAFF! 


